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TOWN OF WENHAM 
Board of Selectmen 

Meeting Minutes of August 1, 2017 
138 Main Street, Town Hall 

 
 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §§ 18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) was held on Tuesday August 1, 2017 at 6 pm in the Selectmen 
Chambers.   
 
 
Welcome & Call to Order 
With a quorum present, Mr. Wilhelm called the Board of Selectmen meeting to order at 6:01 pm 
Selectmen present: Jack Wilhelm, Chair; Catherine Harrison, Vice Chair; John Clemenzi, Clerk 
Also Present:  Peter Lombardi, Town Administrator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Public Information 
 Meeting Packet 7.11.17 
 The meeting was recorded with permission by HWCAM 

Executive Session - Canaan Farms 87, 93-97 Main Street 
Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, Executive Session #6 under M.G.L. Ch. 30A, § 21 (6) – To consider the purchase, exchange, 
lease or value of real property if the chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the negotiating position of the public body 
regarding Canaan Farm and to return to open session.  The motion carried unanimously by roll call vote. 
 Email regarding Notice of Intent to Sell Chapter 61A Property from S. Everett, Esq., KP Law to P. Lombardi 7.21.17 
 Property Cards for 87 Main Street and 97 Main Street 
 Letter re Notice if Intent to sell Chapter 61A Property from P. Ross Esq., Ross & Ross 7.18.17 
 Purchase & Sale Agreement between Canaan Farm Realty, LLC and M. Kozacki 5.18.17 
 Addendum to Purchase & Sale Agreement between Canaan Farm Realty LLC and Tendercrop Farm in Wenham LLC 
 Lease Agreement for 87 Main Street between Canaan Farm Realty LLC., C. Petronzio & F. Penta Effective 3.1.17 

The Selectmen returned to open session and the Chair called for a recess; the meeting reconvened at 6:30 pm. 
 
Public Input 
There was none 
 
Announcements 

• Board / Committee Vacancies –  The list of board /committee vacancies are posted on the Town’s web site. 
• Wenham Day – Saturday August 26 from 10 am – 4 pm; rain date Sunday August 27. 
• 2nd Annual Citizen Leadership Academy – Jackie Bresnahan was present and spoke to this event which runs for 10 

weeks and provides an insight to town government; the itinerary is posted on the town’s web site. 

Reports 
Town Administrator – update 
 School Athletic Field Project - With preliminary design work now complete, the Hamilton Planning Board is holding its 

first public hearing tonight on the site plan review for the proposed athletic fields project at the high school.  Once the site 
plan review hearing is closed and if the Planning Board votes to grant the permit, the Conservation Commission will then 
take up their own review.  As a reminder, this project as currently proposed is based on a maximum potential scope of 
work and is not necessarily what will ultimately go forward if all necessary permits are secured.  Once the local permitting 
process is completed, the $67k in CPA funding approved by Wenham and Hamilton Town Meetings in 2016 will have 
been expended, and both Towns and the School District will have to determine next steps in terms of when and if to 
move forward with this project. 

 Open Space and Recreation Plan Consultant Solicitation - In mid-June, the Town issued an RFP to bring in a consultant 
to assist in updating our Open Space and Recreation Plan.  Three submissions were received by the July 10 deadline.  
Members of the Open Space and Recreation Committee are in the process of reviewing the non-price proposals and will 
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be interviewing the consultant’s tomorrow night.  The contract will be awarded in the next week and a kick-off meeting 
will then be scheduled.  Public outreach to get resident input is expected to take place this fall.  The project is supported 
by $24k in CPA funding that was approved by 2017 Town Meeting. 

 Essex Street Culvert Project- Replacement of the culvert on Essex Street began on July 1 and will continue through the 
end of August.  In order to keep the project on schedule, the road has been closed to traffic since July 18.  With the 
installation of the pre-case structure almost complete, we expect the road will reopen by Saturday August 5.  Travel will 
still be limited to one lane from 7AM to 5PM until the project is fully complete.  This project is fully funded by $500k 
from MassDOT. 

 Employee Health Insurance - As we continue to evaluate the merits of staying in the Group Insurance Commission (GIC) 
or opting out in FY19, we have been working with our broker over the past few weeks to gather all of the relevant data to 
go out to market.  We issued an RFP last week to a number of different providers.   We may also issue a separate RFP 
jointly with Hamilton to see if that delivers any greater cost savings.  Bid submissions are due in early September and a 
decision has to be made by the end of November.  We are statutorily required to work with the Public Employee 
Committee (PEC) throughout the decision making process.  This committee is comprised of representatives from each of 
the unions (Police, Fire, and DPW) and a retiree.  Non-union employees will be represented in this review process as well. 

 Ambulance Service Provider - The Town’s EMS provider, Lyons Ambulance, is being purchased by Cataldo-Atlantic 
Ambulance, effective August 31.  Our understanding is that Cataldo will continue to operate out of Lyons’ Danvers, 
Beverly, and Gloucester facilities.  Over the next few weeks, Chief Blanchard and I will work with Cataldo to ensure that 
service levels remain the same during this transition.  With the Town planning to commence Fire-based BLS ambulance 
service in late October, we will also be negotiating a new, one-year contract for ALS service and BLS back-up for the 
duration of our pilot program.   

 Personnel - The Town is looking to hire a new Facilities Manager and COA Outreach Coordinator.  Applications for each 
position are due by Monday August 7 and Wednesday August 23, respectively.  More information on these positions is 
listed on the Town website.   

 
New Business 
The agenda was taken out of order. 
 
Proposed Agreement for Temporary Repairs to Longfellow Road 
 Proposed Longfellow Road Temporary Repair Agreement 
 Longfellow Road Repair Estimate  B. Tyack, DPW Director 

Longfellow Road is a private way in Wenham that is in need of repair.  The bylaw/statute is written that the Town is permitted 
to make temporary repairs to private ways, provided a petition form 80% of the neighbors/abutters is received by the town. 
Legal Counsel prepared a response to the petition that the work not exceed the estimate of $6,200 as prepared by the DPW 
Director and hold harmless language for the Town as a municipality and as a property owner of 18 Longfellow Road. 
The meeting was open for public comment. 
Linda Medeiros, Longfellow Road, said a large majority of the abutters are prepared to support the agreement and submit a 
petition to the Town to make temporary repairs to Longfellow Road. According to Ms. Medeiros there are 19 abutters. 
The petition is attached to the agreement.  
 
Appointments 
 
Economic Development Committee- Three committee members have responded to date. 
Vote:  Ms. Harrison moved, and it was seconded, to appoint Dana M. Begin, Douglas A. D’Agata, and Johanna Wise Sullivan to the Economic 
Development Committee for a (1) year term beginning on August 1, 2017 and ending on June 30, 2018.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Longmeadow Study Committee –Two people have expressed interest- Joseph Amico; Tara Petrocelli-McGloin 
Mr. Amico was present and spoke to his request to be appointed to the Longmeadow Study Committee noting he briefly lived 
on Longmeadow before moving to Wenham and referenced his understanding of the area and issues familiar with three of the 
strong issues and expressed his desire to be a part of this study committee. 
Vote:  Ms. Harrison moved, and it was seconded, to appoint John O. Wilhelm and Joseph Amico to the Longmeadow Study Committee 
for a (1) year term beginning on August 1, 2017 and ending on June 30, 2018.  The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Election Officers 
Vote:  Ms. Harrison,  move and it was seconded, to appoint Regina A. Baker, Bruce D. Blanchard, Judith H. Bubriski, Joseph P. Cavanaugh, 
Julie M. Clay, Juliana F. Dodge, Linda Duryea, John W. Erhard, Jr., Laurie A. Erhard, Melanie A. Giacalone, Dorothy A. Goudie, Janet R. 
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Grey, Susan Herrick, Peter A. Hersee, Diana E. Lang, Morgan K. Liphardt, Patricia M. Lucy, Donald M. Luxton, Joanne B. Maestranzi, 
Paul E. Mendonca, Patricia K. Purdy, Stephanie B. Quinn, Carleen A. Rivers, Lauren M. Swartz, Thomas Tanous, Teresa A. VonStaats, 
William J. Wilson III, Lily C. Ting as Election Officers for a (1) year term beginning September 1, 2017 and ending August 31, 2018.  
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
One Day Liquor Licenses 
 Application 
 Certificate of Liability Insurance 
 Serve Safe Certification  
 TIPS Certification 
 Fee paid 
 Email Public Safety; Permitting Coordinator 
 Event Flyers 

First Church Wenham, August 19  
Vote: Mr. Clemenzi moved to approve a One-Day (All Alcoholic Beverages) Liquor License for Eric Ertel with the First Church in Wenham, 1 
Arbor Street, Saturday, August 19, 2017 from 7:00pm – 11:00pm for the McDougal Wedding and it was unanimous to do so. 
Wenham Museum, Summer Fair, August 26 
Vote: Ms. Harrison moved to approve a One-Day (All Alcoholic Beverages) Liquor License for Kathleen Feldman with the Wenham Museum 
132 Main Street, Saturday, August 26, 2017 from 10:00am – 4:00pm (with a rain date of Sunday, August 27, 2017) for the Wenham 
Museum Summer Fair and it was unanimous to do so. 
Hamilton Wenham Mother’s Club, September 21  
Vote:  I move the Board of Selectmen approve a One-Day (Beer and Wine) Liquor License for Aimee Cooper with the Hamilton-Wenham 
Mother’s Club for their Annual Membership Drive at the Wenham Museum, 132 Main Street, Thursday, September 21, 2017 from 7:30pm – 
10:30pm and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
Notice of Intent to Sell Chapter 61 A Property – Canaan Farm, 87 & 93-97 Main Street 
 Letter re Notice of Intent to Sell Chapter 61A Property from P. Ross Esq., Ross & Ross 7.18.17 

Mr. Wilhelm acknowledged that the Town received official Notice of Intent dated July 18, 2017 regarding the sale of Canaan 
Farm to Matthew Kozacki, owner of Tendercrop Farm.  Canaan Farm is a Chapter 61 property for agricultural use. He further 
summarized because the sale of Canaan Farm does not change the farming use of the property, it does not trigger the Town’s 
“right of first refusal” under M.G.L. Chapter 61.   Included in the Notice was Mr. Kozacki’s statement that he does not intent 
to change the use of the Chapter Property and warrants in the Addendum to the Purchase & Sale Agreement that he would 
keep the Chapter Property in Gl. C 61A classification for a minimum of 5 years after the closing and file an affidavit with the 
Assessor. The Town also retains the right to purchase the Property if while it Is taxed under chapter 61A or within a year from 
the date that the chapter property was taxed, the buyer changes the use of the property or sells it to a buyer who changes the 
use of the property. 
Vote:  Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, to direct the Town Administrator to draft a letter to the seller’s attorney as outlined in the July 21, 
2017 email from Town Counsel. The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Request For Affordable Housing Trust (AHT) to Approve Funding for Affordable Housing Action Plan  
 Wenham Affordable Housing Trust Action Plan Invitation for Bid 
 Proposal from JM Goldson Community Preservation and Planning 7.11.17 
 Declaration of Trust, Town of Wenham Affordable Housing Trust 5.12.17 

Ms. Harrison as Selectman Liaison on the AHT, reviewed a Housing Needs Assessment was completed.  As a follow up on 
the data collected the AHT is seeking to hire a consultant to create an action plan to include input from the community and 
recommend options that are specific, feasible, and desirable to the Town of Wenham for ways to provide affordable housing. 
The AHT has put out an RFP invitation to bid; there was one response from JM Goldson Community Preservation. 
The proposal was provided to the BOS for review. The Declaration of Trust allows the AHT to contract with the approval of 
the BOS. The Consultant is paid by the AHT.  The BOS was asked to approve the plan of action.   
Vote: Ms. Harrison moved, and it was seconded, to approve the proposed engagement with JM Goldson Community Preservation and Planning, for 
an amount not to exceed $19,600 for the development and production of an Affordable Housing Action Plan.  The motion carried unanimously. 
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Discussion on Potential Changes to Town Meeting Date & Quorum Requirements  
 ATM Voter Statistics 2007-2017 
 Wenham + 80 additional Communities 

Mr. Wilhelm summarized that the change of the annual town meeting from May to April has not increased participation as 
expected.  The BOS discussed moving the annual town meeting back to May for less chance of winter weather interruption 
and further consider changing the 5% quorum for the annual town meeting. 
Mr. Lombardi referenced the statistical information put together by the Town Clerk.  He pointed out that town meeting has 
been in April for 5 years, giving a good record of attendance.  Attendance on a whole is consistently down in April compared 
to May by 60-70 residents (50-60%) less. 
He went on to say that if the Selectmen were in favor of changing it back to May, it was his recommendation to first speak to 
the Town of Hamilton and the School Department and noted the bylaw needs to be amended to change the town meeting 
from April to May. 
Ms. Harrison added that May is better timing for the budget as the Town would have more financial information. 
Mr. Clemenzi questioned coordinating the town elections back to Saturday morning prior to Town Meeting.  The Chairman 
opined holding the elections on a week day provides residents more opportunity to vote (all day) and if there is a vote at town 
meeting that requires a ballot vote, voting would have to be held again. 
Mr. Lombardi will notify the Town of Hamilton /HWRSD of the Selectmen’s support to move town meeting back to May.  
The change of town meeting date and the quorum will be on the September agenda. 
The change would need to be voted at the next annual town meeting and would not be affective until 2019. 
Ms. Harrison was in favor of the quorum for the annual town meeting not be changed and further opined that a Special Town 
Meeting quorum be the same as the Annual Town Meeting, 
 
Letter of Support for Main Street Signalization Feasibility 
 Letter regarding Support for traffic Analysis on Main Street from J. Wilhelm BOS Chair to M. Abbot, Manager, 

Traffic Analysis and Design Group, Central Transportation and Planning Staff (CTPS), Boston Region Metropolitan 
Planning Organization 8.1.17 

 Email re Potential Signalization on Main Street in Downtown Wenham from M. Abbot CTPS 
 Email re Main Street Traffic Hazard and Lane Restriction on Main Street from J. Gregg, Traffic Operations Engineer, 

MassDOT, Highway Division, District 4 to P. Lombardi 1.20.17 
 Report on Traffic Signal Warrants from MassDOT 9.28-29, 2016 

Mr. Clemenzi reviewed the highlights of the draft letter to the Manager of Traffic Analysis and Design Group Central 
Transpiration Planning Staff at Boston Regional Metropolitan Planning Organization to express strong support for further 
traffic analysis regarding three intersections on Main Street located at Cherry Street Monument Street and Arbor Street/Friend 
Court. 
Mr. Lombardi summarized that there are a variety of programs at the state level but either the selection process has ended or 
Wenham project is too small or other requirements need to be met.  He noted there is one study program with Federal 
Funding which begins October 1.   Wenham is on the list but local support is needed to stay at the top of the list i.e. letter 
from BOS.  Mr. Lombardi plans to reach out to Senator Tarr and Representative Hill to support this project.  As a state road, 
a letter from MassDOT is also required. 
Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, to authorize Selectman Wilhelm as BOS Chair to sign the proposed letter of support for further 
traffic analysis to the Boston Region Metropolitan Planning Organization regarding the feasibility of installing a traffic signal on Main Street. The 
motion carried unanimously.  
 
Old Business 
 
Potential Approval of Financial Policies (Part III) 
 Proposed Financial Policies Part III 

Leslie Davidson, Finance Director was present. 
Mr. Wilhelm reviewed that he and the Finance Director went over the policies and along with the investment advisors 
reviewed and modified the Investment Policy to better guide the town’s investments and reporting. 
Ms. Davidson briefly reviewed the Investment section: 

• Asset allocation to meet the good standards 
• Investment policy general fund  
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• Long Term such as Trust Funds, Stabilization CPC – buying/selling guidelines with quarterly reporting 
prepared by Bartholomew  

• OPEB with a wide scope of investing targets 
Vote: Mr. Wilhelm moved, and it was seconded, to adopt Part III of the Financial Policies as presented.  The motion carried unanimously. 
The Finance Director will present the quarterly report in February. 
 
Follow up to Joint Meeting with Hamilton Selectmen and School Committee to Discuss Potential Changes to Regional 
Agreement, Scope of Work for Enrollment Study, and Wenham Representative on Joint Subcommittee 
 Email re the Apportionment Committee Scope of Work from B. Wilson, Hamilton BOS 7.25.17 
 Draft Selectmen’s Charge to the HWRSD Agreement Committee 
 Proposal Letter to Dr. Harvey, Superintendent HWRDS from J. McKibben Ph.D. Senior Demographer at McKibben 

Demographic Research LLC 3.29.17 
 Longmeadow Study Committee Overview 
 Minutes of the Joint Meeting of the HWRSC and the Selectmen of the Towns of Hamilton and Wenham 5.11.17 

Ms. Harrison explained the follow up to the Joint Meeting as there being no agreement on a number of things. 
Hamilton submitted a one page summery on what they want on the next agenda. 
The BOS agreed on the importance to determine who is in charge. Mr. Lombardi reviewed that because there are differences 
on what the next agenda should be, another meeting seems warranted to narrow down the differences.  
Mr. Lombardi will reach out to Hamilton / HWRSD to consider a fall meeting and possibly one agenda item to begin 
discussions. 
 
Minutes 

 July 19, 2017 

Vote: Ms. Harrison moved to approve the meeting minutes of July 19, 2017 and it was unanimous to do so. 
 
Adjournment - The BOS unanimously adjourned at 8:24 pm. 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted By  
Catherine Tinsley 
9.29.17 
 
 


